ERASMUS

ence by gentle and elevating words; and he accepted the
barbarism of the world as an incontrovertible fact, and as
something that was inexpungible. His own combats took
place in other spheres; as a man of intellect, he had to
turn to men of his own kidney, not to the led and the
misled, but to the leaders, the princes, priests, scholars,
artists, to those whom he knew to be responsible for the
unrest throughout Europe. His wide vision had long
since informed him that the impulse to violence is not
in itself a danger. Violence is scant of breath; it strikes
out blindly and in a frenzy of rage; its will, however, is
aimless; it takes short views, and after such mad attacks
it sinks back upon itself powerless and limp. Even when
violence proves contagious and morbidly infects whole
groups, these loose gangs are speedily broken up, and
they disperse as soon as the first wave of ardour is spent.
Insurrections and rebellions have never been a genuine
menace if they have lacked intellectual leadership. Only
when the impulse to violence is inspired with an idea, or
is made to serve an idea, do genuine tumulti occur. Then
come the bloody and destructive revolutions, then the
bands of ragamuffins get formed into a party hastening
to obey the rallying-cry, then by organization is an army
created, then does a dogma help to promote a movement.
All the great and vehement conflicts that have arisen
among men are more rightly described as the outcome
of certain ideologies than as being due to the violence and
bloodthirstiness of the human animal; for an idea may let
loose the will to violence and drive it to the attack.
Fanaticism, the bastard begotten out of brain and power,
fancies itself dictator in the realm of thought, so that only
what it thinks is acceptable and must be forced upon the
whole universe; it thus splits the human community into
friends or foes, adherents or opponents, heroes or crimi-
nals, believers or heretics; since it recognizes no other
system than its own and no other truth than its own, it
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